
  

August 2010  

 Local business owners in Norton 
and Mansfield are rolling out the wel-
come mats, professional golfers are 
practicing their putting, and sports 
commentators are reviewing the play-
ers and their records, all in preparation 
for The Deutsche Bank Championship, 
the PGA TOURôs premier New Eng-
land event, which will take 
place at Boston TPC over 
Labor Day weekend. 
 Everyone has a job to do 
to prepare for the onslaught 
excitement, and no one 
knows that better than Tom 
Brodeur, superintendent of 
Boston TPC, whose job it is to 
prepare the course, not just 
for the main event, but for the 
charitable events leading up 
to the main competition that 
will benefit a number of local 
causes.  
 ñEach year the weather 
leading up to the tournament 
presents a challenge, as Au-
gust would normally be a time 
to be kind to the turf and we 
are put in the position of hav-
ing to be a little more aggressive in 
order to make a quality playing sur-
face. We have been fortunate so far to 
have been reasonably well prepared 
for each of the events,ò said Brodeur, 
who has served at the helm of Boston 
TPC since it first opened in 2002, has 
overseen seven successful Deutsche 
Bank Championship events at the Nor-
ton facility since 2003.  

 Already tents, media towers, and 
bleacher stands are popping up 
around the grounds in preparation for 
crowd that accompanies the annual 
PGA TOUR event. Preparing for every 
contingency is not an easy job, said 
Brodeur. ñIt feels like weôre playing de-
fense right up until the last minute.ò 

 Relying on the experience of hav-
ing successfully orchestrated the tour-
nament in past years, and with help 
from local professionals who lend their 
expertise year after year, Brodeur said 
Boston TPC will be ready. 
 ñWe count on local superinten-
dents, assistants, interns and others to 
help us do this,ò said Brodeur, noting 
that his staff nearly doubles in number 

during the tournament, and that does-
nôt include locals who volunteer to work 
at the event. ñWe just close ranks and 
focus on getting done what needs to 
get done.ò 
 This includes persuading their 
regular membership to be patient while 
the club is closed for the tournament. 

ñOur mission is to provide 
excellent service; thatôs our 
goal, and itôs a product 
weôre proud of,ò said 
Brodeur. ñThereôs no doubt 
that this is a major incon-
venience to our member-
ship. The people we take 
care of, who take care of 
us, agree, basically, to be 
dismissed for 11 days. But 
these are people who have 
a passion for the sport, and 
I think they feel a part of 
something great, something 
exceptional, with our in-
volvement in this high pro-
file event.ò 
 Brodeur said the facil-
ityôs unique location, ñWeôre 
literally in the middle of no-

where,ò eliminates inconvenience to 
residential abutters. In addition, the 
annual event is a welcome boon to 
local businesses. 
 ñThere are very few direct abutters 
to the property as the developing part-
ners (two local partners and the PGA 
TOUR) deeded about 150 acres, 75 
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each to the land preservation societies 
of Norton and Mansfield. Most of the 
gifted land is attached to other conser-
vation land. I do know most of the 
neighbors and they have all been help-
ful when we needed to gain access for 
heavy equipment or for tournament 
related reasons,ò said Brodeur.  
 In addition to local charities that 
benefit from the event, Brodeur noted, 
ñThe immediate community seems 
very appreciative the event on a num-
ber of levels, including economic. The 
Greater Boston Business and Conven-
tion Bureau provided a recent estimate 
of about $60 million annually of direct 
economic impact from the tournament 
to the Providence - Boston corridor,ò 
he said. 
 And while the facility is known for 
its high profile affiliation with the PGA 
TOUR and the Deutsche Bank Cham-
pionship, it embraces a modest, 
homey, New England feel that incorpo-
rates rich and textured foliage with with 
rusty Northeastern hues, traditional 
stone walls, and well-placed water fea-
tures that are reminiscent of Cape Cod 
sand dunes.  
 Brodeur said the course and sur-
rounding wetlands maintain a healthy 
ecosystem by relying on native vegeta-
tion that looks polished and manicured, 
but is in fact quite low maintenance 

and grows with little help or encour-
agement from the facilityôs gardeners. 
A recent major renovation that is com-
plemented throughout the year by 
smaller projects and updates has cre-
ated, ñA golf course that has gradually 
morphed from the originally built ver-
sion to what I think is a more visually 
compelling and interesting-to-play golf 
course. If anything, it would be nice to 
show people the before and after ver-
sions so they could appreciate the im-
provement,ò he said.  
 Brodeur, who has run golf courses 
all over the Northeast, including in Chi-
cago and at Manchester-by-the-Sea, 
during his 35-year career in the indus-
try, said that while quality course facili-
ties are crucial, itôs the people and op-
portunities for bonding with friends and 
family that make the sport wonderful 
and worthwhile.  
 ñI think it's a good family sport be-
cause it affords family members an 
opportunity to enjoy each otherôs com-
pany, talk, and in our case to be pa-
tient in the process of learning the 
game. It was and remains an espe-
cially good way to meet and get to 
know people,ò he said. ñMy wife and 7-
year-old son have taken the game in 
the last couple of years.  Walking nine 
holes with them on a Saturday morning 
is as good as it gets.ò   × 

Brodeur - continued from page 1  

 

GCSANE Scholarship Recipients  
 
 
Congratulations to this yearôs GCSANE scholarship recipients.  
 
The Thomas Scholfield Memorial Scholarship was awarded to:  

 

 Alexander Osgood  

 
 

Three additional scholarships were awarded to:  
 

Jack Bresnahan  
 

Sara Passios  
 

Savanna Tufts  
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Presidentôs Message 

Keeping it all in perspective. 
 
 As many of you know this is some-
times easier said than done.  Recently 
I had the opportunity to put that phrase 
to the test as my oldest employee and 
dear friend became ill while on the 
course.  After a few days in the hospi-
tal he was back home and at work 
again the following Monday.  A small 
change in his appearance led my    
Mechanic Pete Williams to alert me to 
him not feeling well and he ended up 
being diagnosed with a small stroke.  
Just walking out of the hospital at the 
age of 83 was a miracle, never mind 
being able to drive, go back to work, or 
enjoy a few beers at night. 
 I hope you can also keep that 
phrase in mind while touring your 
course and looking at the grass and 
reviewing course conditions.  Em-

ployee and member health/safety 
should always be considered on a 
daily basis, especially during these dog 
days of summer, and family (and your 
own health) should never be put on the 
back burner during these times of high 
stress.   As exhibited on my golf 
course, the crabgrass, thin turf, and 
divots can wait until tomorrow. 
 In this issue you will find a great 
profile on Tom Brodeur.  For those of 
you who donôt know him, Tom has 
been at TPC Boston since construction 
began and will again be hosting the 
Deutsche Bank Championship on  
September 3-6.  The golf course is 
always in great shape for the pros and 
members alike, as we found out a few 
years ago when he hosted GCSANE.  
Best of luck to Tom and his staff over 
Labor Day weekend. 
 Michael Stachowicz gives us an 

update on the NERTF Turf Research, 
Mike Luccini updates us on the finan-
cial status of the Association, Carl 
Miner announces our S&B Scholarship 
winners and updates us on the Ouimet 
Marathon results.  As always, special 
thanks to Julie Heston for all her hard 
work on making The Newsletter hap-
pen. 
 
Some things you should know about 
over the coming months: 
 

Itôs never too early to start thinking 

about nominating a worthy member for 
the 2011 Distinguished Service Award.  
Please review the notification in the 
newsletter and send your nomination 
to Membership Chairman Rich 
Gagnon. 

Our next golf event is on Septem-

ber 29
th
 at the William J. Devine Golf 

Course at Franklin Park.  Russ Heller 
is the Superintendent at the second 
oldest public golf course in the country.  
If you have never played there it is a 
treat. 

· The Assistant Superintendent   

initiation has been waived again for 
2010.  The Board believes that this 
Association offers each Assistant an 
avenue for education and builds cama-
raderie for their future as Golf Course 
Superintendents.  Membership appli-
cations can be found on the website 
under the ñMembershipò tab or by call-
ing Sharon.  The 4

th
 Annual Assistant 

Superintendent Tournament is being 
held at Franklin Country Club on Octo-
ber 19 where Trent Lynch assists Mike 
Luccini. 
 
 Until next month, may the simple 
pleasures of life including good friends, 
family , health, happiness and peace 
be with you and your families.  × 
 
   Patrick Daly, CGCS 
   GCSANE President 
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 The Golf Course Superintendents 
Association of New England 
(GCSANE) annually selects an individ-
ual or individuals who have made an 
outstanding contribution to the ad-
vancement of the golf course superin-
tendentôs profession. This is your 
chance to nominate a fellow GCSANE 
member that you feel is worthy of the 
Distinguished Service Award for the 
year 2011. The nominee must not 
have been a recipient of this award in 
the preceding ten years. The Member-
ship Committee welcomes recommen-
dations for nomination.  
 To propose a candidate for this 
program, please submit a letter of rec-
ommendation to the Membership Com-
mittee Chair. The letter should summa-
rize the candidate's contributions and 
leadership to the superintendent com-
munity both locally and nationally.  
 The GCSANE membership com-
mittee will recommend a recipient to 
the GCSANE Board of Directors to be 
awarded at the Annual meeting in 
January 2011. 
 

Nominations must be received by    
December 1, 2010 .   
 
Submit nominations to:  
 
Rich Gagnon 
Membership Chair, GCSANE 
Segregansett Country Club 
 85 Gulliver St. 
Taunton, MA, 02780 
sccturf@hotmail.com 
  
 
Past Award Winners  
 

1997 ï Anthony Caranci  

1998 ï Richard D. Haskell  

1999 ï Robert Grant  

2000 ï Dr. Joseph Troll  

2001 ï Geoffrey Cornish  

2002 ï Richard C. Blake and             
      Phillip I. Cassidy  

2003 ï Leon St. Pierre  

2004 ï Donald C. Hearn  

2005- Donald Marrone  

2006 ï Gerry Finn  

2007- Ronald Kirkman  

2008- Robert Ruszala  

2009- Robert and Norman                 
    Mucciarone  

2010- Brian Cowan  

 

 

Finance Committee Update  
 

By Michael Luccini, CGCS  

 Year to date we are tracking in line 
to meet our budget. A few items to 
note are as follows: 
  Many of our assistant superinten-
dent members have not renewed their 
memberships this year, thus we have a 
substantial dues shortfall in the       
assistant category.  Please remember 
that GCSANE is once again offering 
your Assistants the opportunity to join 
us without paying the initiation fee of 
$100.  Please consider not only renew-
ing your Assistant's memberships but 
also signing up any new Assistants. 
  

 The severe weather conditions this 
year and current economic situation 
has also adversely affected the atten-
dance at many of our monthly meet-
ings. Our golf and education chairmen 
have done a great job making ends 
meet, but we are exploring ways to cut 
expenses going forward. Advertising 
revenue has also suffered, but I would 
like to pass along a big thank you to 
our friends and affiliates who have 
chosen to continue with their support 
for our member functions, in addition to 
our newsletter and web site. 
  

 We have also approved the      
purchase and implementation of new   
accounting software to aid the         
association with our budgeting and 
expense controls going forward.  × 
  
  Respectfully submitted, 
    
  Michael Luccini, CGCS  
  GCSANE Finance Chairman 
 

Call for Nominations -  
2011 GCSANE Distinguished Service Award  

 

By Rich Gagnon  
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 Yes, March is a long way away, 
but it is nice to think about it now, es-
pecially with how this summer is going.  
The NERTF has met a couple of times 
since the last Conference and Show to 
assess how well the 2010 show went, 
what to do for the 2011 show, and de-
cide what research to support. 
 The 2010 show showed a lot of 
successes.   The Monday seminars 
continue to grow with 345 attendees 
this year, Steve Palermo was a well 
received keynote speaker, a silent auc-
tion that generated a record $24,000 to 
support research, a successful dinner 
supporting the Geoff and Carol Cor-

nish endowment at the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture, The University of 
Massachusetts won the NERTF turf 
bowl, over 1800 people attended, and 
the education program was large and 
diverse.  Massachusetts professionals 
makes up the bulk of attendees with a 
little over 800é.the closest second in 
Connecticut with 254. 
 New research funded this year 
include annual bluegrass weevil con-
trol at the University of Rhode Island, 
management of DMI resistance at 
UMass, Nitrogen and anthracnose 
management at the University of   
Connecticut, Fairway topdressing also 

 

Happenings at the New England Regional 
Turfgrass Foundation  

at UConn , and organic athletic field 
management at UConn.  These are 
just the new initiatives; there are still 
other  research commitments NERTF 
is  funding that started within the past 
few years. 
 As the summer goes by and into 

the fall NERTF will be looking to final-

ize the education program, show     

logistics, and the keynote speaker for 

2011. 

   Submitted by:   

   Michael Stachowicz 

 

 The 2010-2011 Professional Guide 
for IPM in Turf for Massachusetts is 
intended for use by professionals as a 
tool in the management of all types of 
turf: from lawns, to fine playing sur-
faces, to utility areas. The principles 
presented are adaptable to a wide 
range of management schemes: from 
organic, to low-maintenance, to high-
intensity maintenance for premier turf 
sites. 
 The freshly revised and re-
designed 2010-2011 edition features 
the latest techniques critical to environ-
mentally sensitive, integrated turf man-
agement with an emphasis on natural 
resource protection. The guide con-
tains research-based recommenda-
tions for turfgrass selection, as well as 
comprehensive pest management 
guidelines and pesticide regulation 
compliance information. Alternative 
and cultural pest control options are 
highlighted, and pesticide selection 
advice is based on least environmental 
impact.  
 Initially developed in 1991, this 
revision for 2010-2011 marks the 9th 
edition of this popular publication. Al-

Now Available: UMASS Extensionôs 2010-2011  
Professional Guide for IPM in Turf for  

Massachusetts  

though some aspects of discussions 
such as turfgrass selection, timing of 
management practices and pesticide 
regulations are specific to Massachu-
setts, much of the material is pertinent 
to the management of cool-season 
grasses throughout the Northeast and 
beyond. Here are just some of the up-
dated, distinctive pieces of information 
you will find in UMass Extensionôs 
2010-2011 Professional Guide: 
 

Í latest recommended turfgrass cul-

tivars for MA, based on NTEP data 

Í updated water management & 

conservation guidelines 

Í cultural management approaches 

for turf diseases 

Í revised fungicide listing w/ new 

resistance management tools 

Í turf pest damage & cultural prac-

tice timing charts 

Í biological management of turf 

damaging insects 

Í efficiency, residual, and environ-

mental hazards of turf insecticides 

Í monitoring and management of turf 

weeds 

Í new detailed herbicide profile list-

ings 

Í updated MA pesticide regulation 

compliance information 
  
For complete information and online 
ordering, visit  
http://www.umassturf.org/
whats_new.html.  
 
Bulk discounts are available. For or-
dering questions, contact the UMass 
Extension Bookstore at 413-545-5537. 
For content-related questions, call the 
UMass Extension Turf Program at   
413-545-2965 or e-mail 
proguide@umassturf.org.   × 
 

http://www.umassturf.org/whats_new.html
http://www.umassturf.org/whats_new.html
mailto:proguide@umassturf.org
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      Chris Petersen    508-277-3333 
      Paul Skafas      603-490-7774 
      Rob Larson      508-789-0059 
    Greg Misodoulakis   508-243-6166 
      Mike Deforge    603-490-8013 
      Jeff Houde      203-731-1776 
      Brian Luccini     781-799-9450 
      Chris Kneale     860-539-1516 
 
 

 
A trusted leader in the  

golf course &  
sports turf maintenance field  

since 1960.  
 
 

Teamwork, Knowledge, Dependability  
and Trust is our company character 

 

11 A Street Burlington MA     781-273-0143 

 


