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Alumni Turf Group
6" Annual Joseph Troll Turf Classic
Honors a Living Legend: Leon St. Pierre

By: Scott A. Mackintosh

Ranch Golf Club, in Southwick,
Massachusetts was host for the 6"
Annual Joseph Troll Turf Classic,
sponsored by the Alumni Turf Group
and the Golf
Association of New England. The
event took place on October 8, 2009.

This vyearoés
Pierre, retired superintendent of Long-
meadow Country Club. He served as
Longmeadowbdés golf
dent from 1956 i 1993. Prior to his 37
years of exemplary course manage-
ment, he served as superintendent for
six years at Oxford Country Club, in
Chicopee, MA. He was baptized in the
business at another classic old course
in Worcester, MA, called Tatnuck
Country Club. He received his educa-
tion from Dr. Lawrence Dickens while
attending the University of Massachu-
setts under the newly formed Gl bill.
Jed Newsome, Golf Course Superin-
tendent of the Ranch Golf Course had
a great time hosting the event and en-
joyed
ing what he accomplished in the busi-
ness. To be at one golf course for that
l ong well, t hat 6s
credit and the maintenance staff, the
Ranch Golf Club was in great shape
and fun to play.

Like many of us, Leon wanted to
give back to an industry that gave him
so much. He served on several com-
mittees for the Golf Course Superin-
tendents Association of New England

honor

seeing Mr. St .

and became its strident president from
1965 i 1967. His platform during his
tenure and years after until his retire-
ment was simple; show the golf course

Co ur s e suernpeerdent ast aepnofessiortald rsot

just a hired ditch digger or greens
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akeeper.i Hegwarted Taore fdrehiindeff s

and his fellow superintendents. Show-
ing the drive and tenacity no doubt
learned on the front lines during World
War Il, he stayed true to his ideal. De-
tractors did not deter him. He was al-
ways dressed in a suit for GCSANE
meetings, spoke eloquently and acted
professionally. He along with the help

of many GCSANE members initiated
the newsletter as a means of increas-
ing education and communication for
all.

To further elevate the superinten-
dent 0s status i n
Leon met with the Massachusetts Golf
Association board of directors as a
means to increase education and com-
munication for all. That meeting carved
a seat on the MGA Executive Commit-
tee for Leon and future GCSANE
Presidents. Today that relationship
still exists; which has lead to educating
golfing members throughout Massa-
chusetts for over 40 years.

Thankfully Leon sought a higher
place in society for all golf course su-
perintendents. His determination and
professionalism lead to the mutually
beneficial relationship that exists to-
day. Good friend and colleague, Mr.
Geoff Cornish remembers meeting
Leon, il me t Leon
the University of Massachusetts. It

a ma zwas an era of flux with millions of ser-

vice men and women returning from
overseas where 17 year old Leon had
served with distinction with the 10
Mountain Division. | saw Leon remov-
ing many feet of debris from greens at
Oxford Country Club following a se-
vere flood in the

continued on page 2
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GCSANE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT

Patrick J. Daly, CGCS

P.O. Box 2284, Framingham, MA 01703-2284
508-872-9790 Fax: 508-872-5393

E-mail: Pat@framinghamcc.com

Framingham Country Club

VICE PRESIDENT

Jason S. Adams

27 Cherry Street, Wrentham, MA 02093
781-828-6540 Fax: 781-326-3801
E-mail: jadams@bluehillcc.com

Blue Hill Country Club

SECRETARY

Mark Gagne

233 Baker Street, Walpole, MA 02081
508-668-3859 Fax: 508-668-9969
E-mail: Mgagne@walpolecc.org
Walpole Country Club

TREASURER

Michael W. Stachowicz

68 Westfield Road, Westwood, MA 02090
781-326-7860 Fax: 781-326-0664

E-mail: Mstach@dedhamclub.org
Dedham Country & Polo Club

TRUSTEE

Scott Lagana, CGCS

19 Annetta Road, Ashland, MA 01721
978-342-6451 Fax: 978-342-0421
E-mail: Grounds@oakhillcc.org

Oak Hill Country Club

TRUSTEE

Peter Hasak

154 Tedesco Street, Marblehead, MA 01945
781-631-2800 Fax: 781-595-4381

E-mail: PHasak@tedescocc.org

Tedesco Country Club

TRUSTEE

Carl Miner

357 W. Squantum Street, North Quincy, MA 02171
617-328-0277 Fax: 617-328-9479

E-mail: Carlpminer@gmail.com

Presidents Golf Club

AFFILIATE TRUSTEE

David Wallace

PO Box 418, Exeter, Rl 02822
401-789-8177 Fax: 401-789-3895
E-mail: dave@teegreensod.com
New England Turf

FINANCE CHAIRMAN

Michael Luccini, CGCS

10 Griffin Road, Franklin, MA 02038
508-520-3615 Fax: 508-528-1885
E-mail: Mluccini@verizon.net
Franklin Country Club

GOLF CHAIRMAN

David Stowe, CGCS

30 Western Avenue, Natick, MA 01760
617-789-4631 Fax 617-789-4631
E-mail: Newtonmaint@aol.com
Newton Commonwealth Golf Club

EDUCATION CHAIRMAN

David W. Johnson

179 Fletcher Street, Whitinsville, MA 01588
508-234-2533 Fax: 508-234-2533

E-mail: djohnson.wgc@verizon.net
Whitinsville Golf Club

NEWSLETTER CHAIRMAN
Richard T. Gagnon

85 Gulliver Street, Taunton, MA 02780
508-823-0466 Fax 508-823-3915
E-mail: sccturf@hotmail.com
Segregansett Country Club

PAST PRESIDENT

Russell E. Heller, CGCS

41 Clifford Street, Melrose, MA. 02176-0140
617-983-2786 Fax: 617-983-2786

E-mail: Russell.Heller@cityofboston.gov
Franklin Park Golf Club

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Sharon K. Brownell

P.O. Box 566, Mattapoisett, MA 02739-0566
508-758-6474 Fax: 508-758-3688

E-mail: Sbrownell@verizon.net

BUSINESS MANAGER, THE NEWSLETTER
Julie Heston
Phone: (401) 934-3677 Email: jheston@verizon.net

GCSANE Headquarters

300 Arnold Palmer Blvd., Norton, MA 02766
Tel: (800) 833-4451  Fax: (508) 758-6474
Web Site: www.gcsane.org

Any opinions expressed in this publication are those of the
author and/or person quoted, and may not represent the

position of GCSANE. Information contained in this publica-

tion may be used freely, in whole or in part, without special
permission as long as the true context is maintained. We
would appreciate a credit line.

St. Pierre - continued from page 1

him enhance already great Long-
meadow Country Club; | witnessed his
outstanding contributions to the Golf
Course Superintendents of New Eng-
land and to the Golf Course Superin-
tendents Association of America. | am
proud to have known Leon, | admire
him and 1 still look on him as a young
friend. Yet | realize that he was one of
those dynamic men that made the na-
tion great. o0 Leon
several gunshot wounds while in action
on the side of mountain in the Alps and
had to ski down the mountain to re-
ceive treatment. For his service and
bravery he earned both a purple heart
and bronze star!

Even though Dr Joseph Troll and
Lonnie Troll could not attend the fund-
rai ser, he had pl
known Leon for 51 years and am
aware of his many contributions to the
GCSANE. His meetings with the MGA,
which always included a discussion on
the importance of the Superintendent,
helped to elevate the recognition of the
position. He not only successfully

served as President of the New Eng-
|l andés Superinten
his expertise as a Golf Course Super-
intendent was visible at the beautiful
Longmeadow Country Club. He was
also instrumental in hiring a profes-
sional journalist to write articles for the
New Engl and
letter. And one cannot forget the top-
notch speakers that he brought in for
the Superintendent
and | wish you much happiness and

Superi

der

nt

6s
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The first Troll Classic fundraiser
was held in 2004 at Hickory Ridge Golf
Club, thanks to Bob Ruszala, host golf
course superintendent and many other
dedicated UMASS alum. The purpose
of the fundraiser was to raise money
for the new Dr. Joseph Troll Turf Re-
search Center at the University of Mas-

e n§ useltt%in Agnge t Thg flundrﬂisgrv e

was a huge success with UMASS alum
and faculty reuniting and joining to-
gether to honor Dr
mitment to the University and to the
countless students he assisted
throughout his long celebrated career.

continued on page 3
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St. Pierre - continued from page 2

From that success a new organiza-
tion called The Alumni Turf Group
(ATG), was formed in 2005, as a
501c3 organization made up of turf
professionals who are graduates of the
Stockbridge School of Agriculture and
the University of Massachusetts. The
ATG6s mission is t
tribute those funds for educational pro-
grams, research and student activities
in the turf management profession and
recognize the achievements of suc-
cessful individual alumni through an-
nual events

Sherwood Moore, Ted Horton,
Geoff Cornish and George Thompson
were recognized for their individual
achievements to the turfgrass profes-
sion at annual events over the past five
years. During that time the ATG do-
nated over
off to an exciting start, said Steve
Curry, President of the Alumni Turf
Group. However we can always use
help from interested alumni. As more
people get involved the more support

Photo Credit:
Rich Gagnon

$100, 000!

we wil |l be able to
honoree, Mr. St. Pierre, is a remark-
able person and he crowned yet an-
other successful Troll Classic and
proudly joined our previous honorees. |
am continually in awe with these lead-
ers that changed our profession, so
much for the

The ATG website can be found at

Al itucfaro om/urf. dl}ley_
members are welcome and appreci-
ated as Jedd
the ATG is a great way to get more
involved in my profession. | also felt it
was a great tournament that cele-
brated Mr . St Pi
ments. o0 The Al umni
very proud to carry on the tradition of
honoring those such as Mr. St. Pierre
to whom we are indebted for the ad-
vanced place our profession has
reached. x

iwe are certainl

better.
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http://www.alumniturfgroup.com/turf

