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 Ranch Golf Club, in Southwick, 
Massachusetts was host for the 6

th
 

Annual Joseph Troll Turf Classic, 
sponsored by the Alumni Turf Group 
and the Golf Course Superintendentôs 
Association of New England. The 
event took place on October 8, 2009.  
 This yearôs honoree was Leon St. 
Pierre, retired superintendent of Long-
meadow Country Club. He served as 
Longmeadowôs golf course superinten-
dent from 1956 ï 1993. Prior to his 37 
years of exemplary course manage-
ment, he served as superintendent for 
six years at Oxford Country Club, in 
Chicopee, MA. He was baptized in the 
business at another classic old course 
in Worcester, MA, called Tatnuck 
Country Club. He received his educa-
tion from Dr. Lawrence Dickens while 
attending the University of Massachu-
setts under the newly formed GI bill. 
Jed Newsome, Golf Course Superin-
tendent of the Ranch Golf Course had 
a great time hosting the event and en-
joyed seeing Mr. St. Pierre, ñitôs amaz-
ing what he accomplished in the busi-
ness. To be at one golf course for that 
long well, thatôs amazing.ò To Jeddôs 
credit and the maintenance staff, the 
Ranch Golf Club was in great shape 
and fun to play. 
 Like many of us, Leon wanted to 
give back to an industry that gave him 
so much. He served on several com-
mittees for the Golf Course Superin-
tendents Association of New England 

and became its strident president from 
1965 ï 1967. His platform during his 
tenure and years after until his retire-
ment was simple; show the golf course 
superintendent as a professional, not 
just a hired ditch digger or greens 

keeper. He wanted more for himself 
and his fellow superintendents. Show-
ing the drive and tenacity no doubt 
learned on the front lines during World 
War II, he stayed true to his ideal. De-
tractors did not deter him. He was al-
ways dressed in a suit for GCSANE 
meetings, spoke eloquently and acted 
professionally. He along with the help 

of many GCSANE members initiated 
the newsletter as a means of increas-
ing education and communication for 
all.  
 To further elevate the superinten-
dentôs status in the golf community, 
Leon met with the Massachusetts Golf 
Association board of directors as a 
means to increase education and com-
munication for all. That meeting carved 
a seat on the MGA Executive Commit-
tee for Leon and future GCSANE 
Presidents.  Today that relationship 
still exists; which has lead to educating 
golfing members throughout Massa-
chusetts for over 40 years.  
 Thankfully Leon sought a higher 
place in society for all golf course su-
perintendents. His determination and 
professionalism lead to the mutually 
beneficial relationship that exists to-
day. Good friend and colleague, Mr. 
Geoff Cornish remembers meeting 
Leon, ñI met Leon over 60 years ago at 
the University of Massachusetts.  It 
was an era of flux with millions of ser-
vice men and women returning from 
overseas where 17 year old Leon had 
served with distinction with the 10

th
 

Mountain Division. I saw Leon remov-
ing many feet of debris from greens at 
Oxford Country Club following a se-
vere flood in the early 1950ôs; I saw 
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You have enough things to worry about.  Donôt let turf disease be one of 
them.  Trust BASF for a full line of innovative, effective fungicides to keep 
your  most troublesome diseases under control.  With some of the most 
efficacious chemistries on the market, BASF has a fungicide thatôs perfect 
for your rotation.  So donôt get alarmed about turf diseases - get BASF. 
 

Betterturf.com    800 -545-9525 

him enhance already great Long-
meadow Country Club; I witnessed his 
outstanding contributions to the Golf 
Course Superintendents of New Eng-
land and to the Golf Course Superin-
tendents Association of America. I am 
proud to have known Leon, I admire 
him and I still look on him as a young 
friend.  Yet I realize that he was one of 
those dynamic men that made the na-
tion great.ò Leon St. Pierre sustained 
several gunshot wounds while in action 
on the side of mountain in the Alps and 
had to ski down the mountain to re-
ceive treatment. For his service and 
bravery he earned both a purple heart 
and bronze star!  
 Even though Dr Joseph Troll and 
Lonnie Troll could not attend the fund-
raiser, he had plenty to say, òI have 
known Leon for 51 years and am 
aware of his many contributions to the 
GCSANE. His meetings with the MGA, 
which always included a discussion on 
the importance of the Superintendent, 
helped to elevate the recognition of the 
position. He not only successfully 

served as President of the New Eng-
landôs Superintendentôs Association, 
his expertise as a Golf Course Super-
intendent was visible at the beautiful 
Longmeadow Country Club. He was 
also instrumental in hiring a profes-
sional journalist to write articles for the 
New England Superintendentôs News-
letter. And one cannot forget the top-
notch speakers that he brought in for 
the Superintendentôs meetings. Lonnie 
and I wish you much happiness and 
good health in the future.ò 
 The first Troll Classic fundraiser 
was held in 2004 at Hickory Ridge Golf 
Club, thanks to Bob Ruszala, host golf 
course superintendent and many other 
dedicated UMASS alum. The purpose 
of the fundraiser was to raise money 
for the new Dr. Joseph Troll Turf Re-
search Center at the University of Mas-
sachusetts in Amherst.  The fundraiser 
was a huge success with UMASS alum 
and faculty reuniting and joining to-
gether to honor Dr. Joseph Trollôs com-
mitment to the University and to the 
countless students he assisted 
throughout his long celebrated career.  
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 From that success a new organiza-
tion called The Alumni Turf Group 
(ATG), was formed in 2005, as a 
501c3 organization made up of turf 
professionals who are graduates of the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture and 
the University of Massachusetts. The 
ATGôs mission is to fundraise an dis-
tribute those funds for educational pro-
grams, research and student activities 
in the turf management profession and 
recognize the achievements of suc-
cessful individual alumni through an-
nual events 
 Sherwood Moore, Ted Horton, 
Geoff Cornish and George Thompson 
were recognized for their individual 
achievements to the turfgrass profes-
sion at annual events over the past five 
years. During that time the ATG do-
nated over $100,000! ñWe are certainly 
off to an exciting start, said Steve 
Curry, President of the Alumni Turf 
Group. However we can always use 
help from interested alumni. As more 
people get involved the more support 

we will be able to provide. This yearôs 
honoree, Mr. St. Pierre, is a remark-
able person and he crowned yet an-
other successful Troll Classic and 
proudly joined our previous honorees. I 
am continually in awe with these lead-
ers that changed our profession, so 
much for the better.ò 
 The ATG website can be found at 
www.alumniturfgroup.com/turf. New 
members are welcome and appreci-
ated as Jedd Newsome stated, ñI think 
the ATG is a great way to get more 
involved in my profession. I also felt it 
was a great tournament that cele-
brated Mr. St Pierreôs accomplish-
ments.ò The Alumni Turf Group was 
very proud to carry on the tradition of 
honoring those such as Mr. St. Pierre 
to whom we are indebted for the ad-
vanced place our profession has 
reached.  × 
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